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North Carolina’s quality of life and economic growth opportunities have gained national 
recognition over the past decade and spurred annual population growth rates that top the 
national rankings in select urban centers across our State. As a result, the bedroom 
communities and rural townships of our counties have also grown and experienced both 
the benefits and challenges of rapid economic development. NCDOT recognizes the 
importance of it role in supporting our State’s municipalities as they plan for future 
growth and sustain the way of life their citizen’s envision.  
 
The Transportation Planning Branch plays a significant role in this venture by working in 
cooperation with municipal and community leadership in the development of long range 
infrastructure improvement plans called Comprehensive Transportation Plans (CTP). 
These plans are designed to provide the County with a safe, efficient transportation 
system that insures statewide connectivity, emphasizes multimodal opportunities and 
protects the best interests of the citizens and their environment.    
 
Moore County is fortunate in that much of the ground work for the CTP has been 
established and several agencies have compiled recommendations for primary areas. The 
following outline highlights the information and efforts contributed to the CTP process 
thus far: 

 

History: 

• In 1998, Southern Moore County began a study to develop a travel demand model 
for the municipalities of Pinehurst, Aberdeen, Southern Pines, Taylortown and 
Whispering Pines through NCDOT. This study was to be the basis of the Southern 
Moore County Thoroughfare plan.  

 
• Also in 1998, the Moore County Thoroughfare plan was initiated by NCDOT to 

provide connectivity and consistency County wide regarding roadway 
infrastructure and project prioritization in conjunction with Southern Moore 
County plans already underway.  

 
• Thoroughfare Plans and Recommendations for infrastructure improvement were 

provided by NCDOT for both Moore County and the Southern Moore County 
municipal partnership.  

 
• In 2001, Moore County hoping to strengthen and incorporate a land use plan into 

their long range vision pursued the services of a private consultant to further 
develop the proposed recommendations. Development and progression of 
NCDOT recommendations and plans for the local entities, with the exception of 
the Southern Moore County municipalities, were deferred until the completion of 
the consultant’s study.  Note, there were no other recommendations submitted for 



approval to the offices of NCDOT’s Transportation Planning Branch by Moore 
County as a result of the consultant’s study. 

 
• Between 2001 and 2005, correspondence continued between the project 

stakeholders for both the Moore County and Southern Moore County 
Thoroughfare Plans. However, concerns over several projects created an impasse 
for the completion a unified thoroughfare plan. 

More Recent Developments: 

• In 2005, existing NCDOT files were converted to the new format for 
Comprehensive Transportation Plans (CTP’s).  

• Two subsequent meetings were held to review the current CTP recommendations 
and maps with representatives from Moore County and the local municipalities in 
November 2005 and June 2006. 

• Following the June 2006 meeting, objections were raised regarding the US 1 
Bypass near Southern Pines.  

• The subsequent meetings were canceled by the local CTP team and no additional 
work was initiated on the existing recommendations or plans. Since that time, no 
resolution of contingent recommendations has been pursued.  

• In 2008, a Close Out letter was sent to Southern Pines by NCDOT stating that, in 
light of the project inactivity, the unadopted Moore County Study would be 
closed out and a report outlining the information gathered would be completed. 
No additional comments were received.     

 

Moving Forward: 

• Technical Coordinating Committee (TCC) to assign appropriate committees and 
members for the purpose of addressing local concerns about prior CTP 
recommendations.  

Based on feedback, the following projects may benefit from preliminary local 
review and input:  

R-2212 Carthage By-Pass * 
R-2591 NC 211 Connector  
R-2812 NC 211 improvements near West End  
US 1 Bypass around Southern Pines and Aberdeen * 

                  Note, an * indicates Strategic Highway Corridor (SHC). 

• Update projects and improvements to current status. Revise CTP maps. 

• Resume standard procedures for the development of a unified Moore County CTP 
plan which will serve the needs of the County as a whole as well as each of its 
municipalities. 

 
 

 



 

 

Committee Goals and Tasks:   

To Identifying and address any local concerns prior to initiation of County wide CTP 
process. 

1. Determine what committee structure will best serve these goals 
2. Determine best approach to resolve local concerns over County CTP 

recommendations. 
3. Develop Public Involvement strategy. 
4. Determine status of all participating municipal land development plans. 
5. Outline approach with elected officials. 


